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May 2015 
 

May 19 Speaker 

Heather Lazare  
 

 

The Acquisition Process:  
What you need to know about how books are bought by publishing houses 

 

As a former editor at both Random House and Simon & Schuster, Heather Lazare will speak about how an editor acquires 
a book at one of the “Big Five” publishing houses. Beginning with the agent’s pitch and ending with the editor buying 
the book, you’ll learn the importance of the editorial meeting, comparison titles, the marketplace, timing, in-house 
enthusiasm, and much more that goes into the decision to acquire your book! 
 
Heather Lazare is an independent editorial and publishing consultant who works with individual authors to help them 
create their best stories. She also collaborates with agents and is hired by publishing houses to edit acquired works. She 
lives in Pacific Grove with her husband and toddler son. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

A hugeTHANK YOU to 

Margot Wells Tegtmeier and Nell 

Flattery Carlson, owners of Pacific 

Grove’s BookWorks, for allowing CCW 

to set up a table and sell members’ books 

during Good Old Days! 
 

 

     WHAT’S INSIDE 
 

 Announcements ................................. 6 
 As the Pen Flows ................................. 5 
 Contests and Workshops .................... 9 
 Good Old Days and Beyond ................ 4 
 If the Shoe Fits .................................. 10 
 Janet’s View ........................................ 2 
 Last Month’s Speaker ......................... 3 
 Member Profile .................................. 7 
 Poetry Corner ..................................... 8 
 The Last Word................................... 11 
 

  

http://www.centralcoastwriters.org/


Scribbles May 2015  2 

 

 

Janet’s View 

CCW President 
 

No April Showers But CCW is Blooming 
 

According to all the CCW members who participated, the Good Old Days parade was lots of fun. The authors who 
volunteered to man our table inside BookWorks enjoyed visiting fellow CCW authors. Besides discussing their books, 
they shared various methods of book promotion. Some members sold more books than others, but all agreed it was 
a great way to get to know one another better. Many thanks to the BookWorks’ owners, Margot Wells Tegtmeier 
and Nell Flattery Carlson, who allowed us to have a table within their store.  

It’s that time of year when the CCW nominating committee (namely the CCW board) is privileged to nominate next 
year’s board. The committee has received nominations for president, secretary and treasurer. However, the vice 
president position is still open. This is a great year to learn the presidential ropes and inner workings of CCW. The 
VP serves on the Executive Committee, steps in for the president when needed, and has lots of leeway to pick and 
choose which projects he/she wants to get involved in. 

If anyone is interested or knows someone he or she might nominate, please email me, Janet Tezak, at 
jrtezak@hotmail.com. 
 
Don’t forget about our new website homepage feature: the slide show of members’ book covers of at least their 
latest book and expanded member profiles. Look for the names in red. If you have any further questions, please 
send them to any of our site’s “contact us” links. 
 
I am pleased to announce that CCW now has 127 members. We are excited to welcome new and old members and 
look forward to many more wonderful speakers at our beautiful Point Pinos Grill venue in Pacific Grove, workshops, 
special events and fun get-togethers!  
 
   
 

 

 
 
(L) Members Dorothy Vriend, Janet Tezak 
and DS Kane at the CCW table inside 
Bookworks during Good Old Days. 
 
I The new CCW trifold with covers of 
published members’ books. 
 
 
 
Photos courtesy of Julianne Burton-
Carvajal. 
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Reynolds on Non-Fiction Narrative 

by Dorothy Vriend 

 

 
Julia Reynolds is a stickler for fact. She won’t make up the weather, or attribute feelings she has only guessed at to one 
of her characters. She won’t include dialogue that isn’t recorded in her notes or on tape. 
 
A journalist by profession, these habits were already ingrained when she turned to narrative non-fiction and wrote 
Blood in the Fields: Ten Years Inside California’s Nuestra Familia Gang. Reynolds interviewed gang members in and out 
of prison. She also had access to depositions, undercover wire taps, and court documents from a federal investigation 
intent on dismantling the Salinas-based Nuestra Familia gang operating throughout Northern California. 
  
To Reynolds research is not a chore—she said she finds it even more fun than the writing. 
 
“I feel like an alchemist taking piles of raw data and mixing it into a narrative,” Reynolds said of her process. 
 
That could mean delving into the archives of the National Weather Service in order to say with authority that there was 
no “hair-style wrecking drizzle” on a particular day. Her research doesn’t stop at descriptive information she needs to 
create immediacy in her scenes.  
 
Finding an agent, however, was a less familiar chore. She signed on with two New York agents, and stayed with each 
for a year; neither found her a publisher. She ultimately chose Berkeley agent Andy Ross, former owner of Cody’s Books. 
After 18 rejections, Chicago Review Press agreed to publish the book that had taken her six years to write. Reynolds had 
started work on it with a Steinbeck Fellowship of $10,000. Chicago Review Press gave her a $12,500 advance, $2,500 of 
which went to the agent, Reynolds said. The contract Ross negotiated for her included royalties, which she said she is 
now enjoying.  
 
Reynolds isn’t done tackling new projects: she hopes to launch a podcast on national radio by the end of the year; she 
is calling it “Gray Area.” 
 

 

 

 
President Janet Tezak and Vice President Laurie 

Sheehan announce raffle prize winners 
 Guest Speaker Julia Reynolds addresses CCW 

Photos courtesy of Laurie Sheehan and Dorothy Vriend 
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 We Love a Parade! 
          By Joyce Krieg 

We had so much fun participating in the parade at Good Old Days … and we’ve already got the signs, the t-shirts and a 
banner … so let’s do it again! 
 
Seriously, those of us who represented CCW in the Pacific Grove Good Old Days parade on April 11 had such a fabulous 
time that we just cannot wait another year to do it again. So we’re planning to march in the Monterey Fourth of July 
parade on—when else?—July 4! Once again, we’ll be wearing our CCW t-shirts, carrying our beautiful orange, pink, 
yellow and black banner, and toting signs with witty sayings about writing and the literary life. Since this is a celebration 
of the American spirit, we’ll also make signs showing our support, as writers, of freedom of the press. 
 
Parades offer a no-stress, low-cost way for us to spread the word about our club to the community. You would not 
believe the number of comments we received at Good Old Days to the effect of, “Gosh, I had no idea there was a local 
writers club ….”  Plus, marching in a parade is a lot of fun! 
 
The Monterey Fourth of July parade begins at 10 a.m., lasts around an hour, and runs in a loop down Alvarado Street, 
around Franklin, and up Calle Principal—a distance of roughly six city blocks.  
 
Lest you think this is just way too much walking for you, take it from those of us who marched down Pine Street at Good 
Old Days. The time simply flies by and you don’t even notice the distance. There’s magic in the air when the crowds on 
the sidewalk are cheering you on, applauding and waving. 
 
We know that many of you will be out-of-town or have other commitments on Fourth of July weekend. In case you are 
wondering—yes the parade is on the “real” Fourth of July, which is a Saturday this year. But if you’re going to be around 
anyway, why not plan to hang out with your writers club for a few hours? After all, how often are you able to post on 
Facebook or write in your holiday newsletter that you were in a parade? 
 
Watch for details in the June issue of Scribbles and on centralcoastwriters.org. In the meantime, if you cannot wait to 
sign up, send an email to Joyce Krieg, pacificgrovejoyce@gmail.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
Getting ready to parade at Good Old 
Days:  
(left to right) Sharon Law Tucker, Ned 
Huston, Suzanne Storman, Joyce Krieg, 
Patricia Hamilton, Dick Guthrie, DS 
Kane, Laurie Sheehan 
 
Photo courtesy of Dorothy Vriend 
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As the Pen Flows 

     Writings from CCW Members 

 

 
 
 

 Excerpts from  

     Things Unsaid 
By Diana Y. Paul 

 
“You’re stuck. It’s time to get unstuck. Before it’s too late. Too late for us. Too late for our daughter.” 
“Mike—” 
“They can move in with Joanne,” he pushed on. “Sell all that unnecessary bling-bling of your mother’s, and stop acting 
like the sky’s the limit. Remember what they have done.”  
Jules felt her ears clamp down, like she was listening to a foreign language she didn’t quite understand and felt 
overwhelmed by.  
“You see their aging as if it were ours. Admit it. But we don’t have to have their future, unless you make it so.” 
Jules heard the exasperation in her husband’s voice. Am I stuck with my parents? She shuddered. She wished Zoë and 
Mike were with her—as a buffer, like a downy-soft comforter.   
Mike clicked off without saying good-bye.   
  [from Ch.1:  Family Matters] 
 
 
“Couldn’t you pretend to enjoy visiting your parents?” her mother asked again, with what looked like a sincere 
expression on her face. “Nothing wrong with pretending; with keeping up appearances,” she grumbled, staring into 
Jules’ eyes as she puffed. “Pretending is what manners are all about.”  
But I am pretending. Pretending that we are a family. 
Her mother’s upper lip tightened. Vertical creases made her thin lips pucker and disappear around the cigarette they 
held. They contracted and expanded as she talked, almost dropping the embers. “You could be so pretty, you know.” 
   Garnet-red lip marks circled the filter ends of at least a dozen cigarette stubs lying at odd angles in the glass ashtray. 
Traces of past generations of tobacco were scratched deep into the ashtray’s bottom. Jules’ daughter, Zoë, when she 
was three, had been startled by those ruby-red lips, afraid they were bleeding. They were the same ruby-red color 
Jules had always associated with Dorothy’s shoes from the Wizard of Oz. When she was a girl, her mom’s red lips had 
seemed magical and beautiful.  
  [ from Ch. 2: Birthday Celebration] 
 
 
CCW member, Diana Y. Paul, is a former Stanford professor of Buddhism and an international business consultant in 
Silicon Valley. Currently, she is writing her second novel, A Perfect Match. Previous books include three books on 
Buddhism and Things Unsaid (She Writes Press), her debut novel, coming out this October and available for pre-orders 
on Amazon. Her website is www.unhealedwound.com. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Membership News 
Welcome to our new CCW member:  
  
 

 Courtni Wright 

 
 

 
Member Congratulations 

 On May 11 (The Galaxy Bookshop, Hardwick, Vermont) and May 16 (The Redwood Library and Athenaeum, 
Newport, Rhode Island), Kristina Baer will give a talk titled "Reality: The Fiction Writer's Red Zone" with 
examples from her novel Minerva's Fox and works by Gustave Flaubert, Jane Smiley, Vikram Seth, and Tessa 
Hadley. 

 T.C. Zmak invites you to a Dark Surf Happy Hour & Book Signing on May 20, 5-7 p.m. at The Otter’s Den, located 
at 3166 Vista Del Camino in Marina. The event is open to the public (ages 21+). More info is available at 
http://www.darksurf.com/news-events. 

  

CCW VP: The Search Is On! 

 

 
 

Do you want to get more involved in CCW? Or do you know of someone you think has the potential 
to be CCW’s next vice president? For more information, see President Janet Tezak’s column on page 

2 or contact Janet at jrtezak@hotmail.com. 

Calling All Memoir Writers! 
P.G.’s weekly newspaper, The Cedar Street Times, is looking for true life stories, 500-750 words, for the “Keepers of Our 
Culture” column. Author gets blurb, including link to website, blog or Amazon sales page. Submit as Word.doc by 15th 
of each month to pacificgrovejoyce@gmail.com (Editor for Park Place Publications) 

 

California Writers Club Annual Summer Picnic. . . 
. . .will take place Saturday, July 25, 2015, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the Fire Circle Picnic Area at Joaquin Miller Park in 
Oakland. All CWC members and their guests are invited. For more information contact Nancy Curteman at (510) 657-
0608 or our CCW’s very own Joyce Krieg at pacificgrovejoyce@gmail.com. 
 

Networking Aloud 
Next meeting: May 12, Featured reader: Gloria Jelladian 

This free event open to the public takes place the second Tuesday of each month, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Old Capitol 
Books, 559 Tyler Street, Monterey. Come early and sign up to read for five to seven minute from any genre, followed 
by a fifteen to twenty minute featured reading from local published writer. Contact CCW member Pat Hanson for more 
information at phanson@csumb.edu or (831) 601-9195.  
 

Let Your Fellow CCW Members Read Your Writing 
 Do you have a new publication or other news to announce in Scribbles?   

 Would you like to submit a guest piece for “As the Pen Flows?” (See page 5 for this month’s piece.) 

      Contact Scribbles editor Leslie Patiño at lnpatino@comcast.net  for more information or submissions. 
 

  

 

http://www.darksurf.com/news-events
mailto:Jrtezak@hotmail.com
mailto:pacificgrovejoyce@gmail.com
mailto:phanson@csumb.edu
mailto:lnpatino@comcast.net
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Member Profile 
By Michelle Smith 

 

   Keep Writing, No Matter What 
             Joanna Fitzpatrick 

 

In her first career, Joanna Fitzpatrick wrote Hollywood screenplays, but she was troubled by the fact that she 
retained minimal control over her creative projects. After her partner deleted her credit from a film, they 
separated, and Joanna pursued music management. “I had a fantastic career managing artists and touring 
internationally,” she says. “After that, I had a short run as a record executive—until the company was sold. This 
was when I became aware of a pattern.” 

That the artists Joanna represented determined the success of her work was unsettling. “They could quit on 
me, and they were having more fun than I was. That was when I decided to become an artist myself and went back 
to school. Now, I own my work,” Joanna says, “and the only person that can quit on me is myself.” 

Joanna graduated with an MFA in creative writing from Sarah Lawrence College where her thesis was a memoir 
about growing up in Hollywood, marrying and divorcing a rock star and becoming a single mother. But her 
versatility encompasses other genres. Her first published novel, Katherine Mansfield, is historical fiction, while her 
second, The Drummer’s Widow, is contemporary fiction. “I’d like to write a mystery too,” Joanna says. “But I’m 
told you need to know the ending, and I never know the ending when I start a new manuscript.” 

Joanna’s writing space, a former tack shed, is barely large enough to accommodate her father’s six-by-three 
foot desk that she relocated from Hollywood. In the mornings, she heads down to the shed, shuts herself inside 
and hopes that her muse shows up. “Often she doesn’t, and I take it out on my husband at dinner,” she jests. 

While the mention of a writing shed may conjure up an image of a dank, dusty shelter, the room, located on a 
mountaintop in Carmel Valley, is far from somber. “I’m surrounded by books, and I have a comfortable chair,” 
Joanna says. “I have two spectacular views that I often look up to for inspiration when I’m stuck in a sentence.” 

Joanna completed a short story writing course taught by Elizabeth McKenzie at Stanford University and is 
currently mulling over ideas for her next novel. Though her writing routine could be more disciplined, 
procrastination eventually propels her into action. “I get going when I can’t stand another minute not writing,” 
she says. 

A student of her craft, Joanna recommends writers study their favorite authors. “Even transcribe their work,” 
she advises. “Imitate them until your own voice emerges … but keep writing, no matter what.” 

 
Joanna ’s website is found at www.joannafitzpatrick.com. 

 
 
 

Michelle Smith’s articles have been published in a variety of magazines. Her website is 
http://theebonyquill.com.  

 
  

http://theebonyquill.com/
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The Poetry Corner 
By Nancy Jacobs 

 

   Abraham Lincoln 
       1809-1865 

As the sixteenth president of the United States, 
Abraham Lincoln led the nation through the long and 
bloody civil war years. He was able to navigate the 
country through its greatest moral, conditional and 
highly divisive conflicts during this time. He 
accomplished much, including abolishing slavery and 
strengthening both the economy and the government. 
 
Lincoln was only fifty-six years old when he was 
assassinated on April 15, 1865. He had married Mary 
Todd on Nov. 4, 1842. Of the four sons they had, only 
one survived into adulthood. The last Lincoln 
descendant died in 1985. 
 
Lincoln wrote poetry and, in 1846, sent some of his work 
to his friend Andrew Johnson. Several of his poems were 
then published anonymously in the May, 1847 Illinois 
Whig as per Lincoln’s instructions. 
 
His poem “My Childhood Home I See Again” deals with 
returning to his childhood home in southern Indiana. 
Lincoln wrote that he found the place as "unpoetical as 
any spot on earth," but it brought back vivid memories 
of loved ones. 
 

**** 

      Excerpt from 

My Childhood Home I See Again 
By Abraham Lincoln 

 
My childhood's home I see again, 
And sadden with the view; 
And still, as memory crowds my brain, 
There's pleasure in it too. 

O Memory! thou midway world 
'Twixt earth and paradise, 
Where things decayed and loved ones lost 
In dreamy shadows rise, 

And, freed from all that's earthly vile, 
Seem hallowed, pure, and bright, 
Like scenes in some enchanted isle 
All bathed in liquid light. 

As dusky mountains please the eye 
When twilight chases day; 
As bugle-tones that, passing by, 
In distance die away; 

As leaving some grand waterfall, 
We, lingering, list its roar-- 
So memory will hallow all 
We've known, but know no more. 

Near twenty years have passed away 
Since here I bid farewell 
To woods and fields, and scenes of play, 
And playmates loved so well. 

Where many were, but few remain 
Of old familiar things; 
But seeing them, to mind again 
The lost and absent brings. 

The friends I left that parting day, 
How changed, as time has sped! 
Young childhood grown, strong manhood gray, 
And half of all are dead. 

I hear the loved survivors tell 
How nought from death could save, 
Till every sound appears a knell, 
And every spot a grave. 

I range the fields with pensive tread, 
And pace the hollow rooms, 
And feel (companion of the dead) 
I'm living in the tombs. 
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Contests And Conferences 
By Diana Paul 

 

Best of luck! Be sure to share your contest experiences with Scribbles. 
 

CONTESTS 
 
Carve Magazine--Raymond Carver Short Story Contest 
Entry Fee: $15 
Deadline: May 15, 2015 
Website: http://www.carvezine.com/raymond-carver-contest 
E-mail address: editor@carvezine.com 
A prize of $1,000 and publication in Carve Magazine is given annually for a short story. Submit a story of up to 6,000 words 
with a $15 entry fee ($17 for electronic submissions) by May 15. Visit the website for complete guidelines. 
 
Georgia Review--Loraine Williams Poetry Prize 
Entry Fee: $15 
Deadline: May 15, 2015 
Website: http://garev.uga.edu 
A prize of $1,000 and publication in the spring issue of Georgia Review is given annually for a single poem. The editors will 
judge. Submit a poem of any length with a $15 entry fee (there is no fee for current subscribers) from April 1 to May 15. All 
entries are considered for publication. Visit the website for complete guidelines. 
 
Lorian Hemingway Short Story Competition 
Entry Fee: $20 
Deadline: May 15, 2015 
Website: http://www.shortstorycompetition.com 
E-mail address: shortstorykeywest@hushmail.com 
A prize of $1,500 and publication in Cutthroat is given annually for a short story by a writer whose fiction has not appeared 
in a nationally distributed publication with a circulation over 5,000. Submit a story of up to 3,500 words by May 15. E-mail 
or visit the website for complete guidelines. 
 

WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES 
 
Squaw Valley Writers Summer Workshops 

1) Poetry  June 20-27, 2015 
Location: Squaw Valley 
Deadline: April 2, 2015 
Website: www.squawvalleywriters.org 

2) Creative Writing: July 6-13, 2014 
Same Location, Deadline and website as for Poetry 

These prestigious weeklong workshops include illustrious writers and poets, literary agents, and book and literary magazine 
editors with one-on-one conference sessions. Details for applying and submitting a writing sample are online. 
 
 

  

http://www.carvezine.com/raymond-carver-contest
mailto:editor@carvezine.com
http://garev.uga.edu/
http://www.shortstorycompetition.com/
mailto:shortstorykeywest@hushmail.com
http://www.squawvalleywriters.org/
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If the Shoes Fits…   
By Jonathan Shoemaker 

 

              Changes! Changes! 

All my life I disliked being bored. I loved new experiences. I investigated everything in every area of our house as a small 
child. I explored every aspect of our yard, digging, climbing trees, watching the many activities on the railroad tracks 
behind our house. In elementary school, I was constantly in trouble for engaging in alternate activities after completing 
the work that the others were still working on. 
 
I chose the path less traveled throughout my youth and teen years. After a short career in the Army, I took whatever 
jobs came my way, exploring different worlds and learning new skills. 
 
As a teacher, I sought better teaching methods, seizing the positive aspects of "the teachable moment" by adapting the 
lesson to a perspective of the subject that captured my students’ interest and enthusiasm. Their ensuing energy and 
eagerness caused them to learn and remember much more than if we had spent the rest of the period silently writing 
exercises from the book. 
 
Writing stories and poems has always been a pleasure, but now I'm finding that my desire to share them with others has 
led me into a world of technology that has become quite frustrating. Maybe it's my age, or the comfortable consistency 
of retired life that caused me to tell my son, "It's driving me crazy! Changes! Changes!" 
 
He laughed. "Change is a constant. The tree that doesn't bend in the wind will soon be firewood." 
 
I notice his anguish as he sees his darling little girls turn into young ladies; and I thought, of course we all need to accept 
change and adapt -- go with the flow as they say.  
 
Not so long ago I didn't need a computer, or so I thought. My typewriter did a great job. I wrote my first book on a manual 
typewriter and took it to the printer on many sheets of paper complete with erasures. He told me to bring it back on a 
disc. So I had to adapt. 
 
As the years go by, we adapt to changes or suffer the consequences. We choose to take advantage of the new ways, or 
decide that life is just fine on our side of the hill. No, we don't have to change. We can continue to do what we've been 
doing the same way we've done it in the past. And enjoy it. 
 
Or we can investigate the current trends that readers are gravitating to and follow them if they seize our interest. We 
may enjoy a change of pace or scenery. We can look into the current technological and social changes that our speakers 
present to us. They may enhance our progress toward success. If you admire the accomplishments of someone quite 
different from you, thinking "I wish I could do that," why not give it a go? Even if you change your mind, it may cause you 
to follow a path that might lead you to pleasure and success.  
 

Be well,  
 and do good work. 
                          Jonathan  
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The Last Word 
By Leslie Patiño 

 

Who Needs Editors? 

 

CCW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

President ................................................. Janet Tezak 
Vice President ................................... Laurie Sheehan 
Secretary ................................................... Cheri Love 
Interim Treasurer ..................................Clarissa Conn 
Programs Chair .................................. Dorothy Vriend 
Workshops .............................................. Janet Tezak 
Membership .................................... Christine Sleeter 
Publicity ............................................. Laurie Sheehan 
Hospitality ........................................... Judi Marquart 
Newsletter .............................................. Leslie Patiño 
Webmaster ................................................. Ken Jones 
Assistant Webmaster ............... Kemberlee Shortland 
Central Board Representative .................. Joyce Krieg 

 

Scribbles is the official monthly publication for members 
of Central Coast Writers, a branch of California Writers 
Club, a registered non-profit corporation. All material is 
copyrighted ©2015 by California Writers Club and may not 
be reproduced without permission. Opinions expressed 
under individual bylines do not necessarily represent an 
official position of, or endorsement by, Central Coast 
Writers or California Writers Club.  
 
Scribbles is published by:  Central Coast Writers , Post 
Office Box 997 Pacific Grove, CA 93950  
 
Editorial Staff  

Leslie Patiño ..................................................... Editor 
Nancy Jacobs ........................................Poetry Corner 
Diana Paul .......................... Contests and Workshops 
C. Jonathan Shoemaker ..................... If the Shoe Fits 
Michelle Smith ................................ Member Profiles 
Dorothy Vriend ................................Monthly Speaker 

 

CCW Website 
www.centralcoastwriters.org 

 

For anything Scribbles related: 
Contact Scribbles editor Leslie Patiño: 

lnpatino@comcast.net 
 

Not yet a member of CCW? 
You can join at a monthly meeting or online at: 

centralcoastwriters.org 
 

Aspiring novelists know that query letters should include 
mention of books to which theirs are similar. That I’ve 
been searching for a couple years and haven’t found 
novels with brewer protagonists is not a good sign. 
 
Well, a week ago, I discovered Liz Crowe 
(www.lizcrowe.com). I’m not generally a fan of romance, 
but the craft brewers were there and the mostly self-
published books, 25 of them, were getting Amazon 
reviews—208 for her most popular novel. 
 
I checked out her website and liked the woman with a 
sassy attitude and funny writing who seemed to know a lot 
about 1) craft beer and 2) how to market her books. What 
the heck? Before going to bed, I emailed to say I’d just 
downloaded one of her books and signed up for her 
mailing list. To indicate I was a little beyond the how-hard-
can-it-be-to-write-a-novel stage, I mentioned the paid and 
unpaid editors who have read my manuscript. The next 
morning, I woke up to a very long reply. With Liz’s 
permission, I’m sharing several nuggets of her advice. 
 
“I’m glad to hear that you are taking the self-publishing 
thing seriously by taking your editing seriously (i.e. paying 
someone to do it.) Believe it or not, that is still something 
some authors think unnecessary. I’m working on a thriller 
novel myself, paying a talented (and expensive) 
editor/story development expert to help me and am on 
version 4.5… 
 
“Thanks to all the mistakes I’ve made in the past 6 years, 
plus a solid, well-executed marketing plan I concocted as I 
was writing them, sales continue to rise each month…” 
 
“Be willing to promote your tail off while writing the next 
book—which is the very best advice I got when just 
starting out—always be building that backlist.” 
 
I’ll leave you with Liz’s final advice: if you want to see 
more, check out her monthly column,“The Pro Rookie” at 
http://savvyauthors.com/blog/index.php/page/1/?s=liz+crowe.   

  

http://www.centralcoastwriters.org/
mailto:lnpatino@comcast.net
http://www.lizcrowe.com/
http://savvyauthors.com/blog/index.php/page/1/?s=liz+crowe
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May 19 
Heather Lazare 

5:30 p.m. - DINNER 
  6:30 p.m. - MEETING 

 

Point Pinos Grill 
79 Asilomar Boulevard 

Pacific Grove 

 

 

 

 


